
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT STAR 

It seems like every year a change is made to the way both Assessor’s 
and the State of New York handles STAR (School Tax Assessment 
Relief).  While we all know change is inevitable, it doesn’t always make 
it understandable! 

If you purchased your home on or after 3/1/2015, the State of New York 
Department of Taxation and Finance made it mandatory that you apply 
directly with their department.  You can not apply with your local 
Assessor.  For the basic STAR the income maximum is $500,000.  For 
Senior Enhanced STAR (65 years of age or older) the limit is $92,000.  
You will receive a check instead of an exemption on your school tax 
bill.  You can call NYSDTF at (518) 457-2036 to register or go on line 
at www.tax.ny.gov/star.  Please keep in mind that the Assessor has no 
ability to verify your status if you are required to register with NYSDTF. 

If you purchased your home prior to 3/1/2015, AND you already have an 
existing STAR exemption with the Assessor, you have two options.  
You may apply to the Assessor to upgrade to Senior Enhanced STAR 
when you become eligible.  The exemption deadline is March 1st of 
every year.  Your second option is to apply with NYSDTF (see web 
address above) and receive a check mailed directly to you in September 
before school taxes are due.  The deadline to switch to a check is June 
15th.  The benefit of applying with NYSDTF is that your benefit amount 
may increase by up to 2% each year.  The Star exemption with the 
Assessor can never increase. 

Keep in mind that if you have the exemption with the Assessor, the 
value of that exemption comes directly off your tax bill.  If you switch to 
the DTF check and have an escrow, your escrow payment will increase 
by the value of the exemption.  You should therefore, notify your 
mortgage company so that you don’t have a shortage in the first year.  
Although it is your decision, we feel that you are better off in the long 
run with the check from DTF. 

 

http://www.tax.ny.gov/star

